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CONPIDENTIAL BONN 12889 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PPOR, WB, GE 

SUBJECT: STATUS OP EAST BERLIN VOLKSKAMMER DEPUTIES 
UNDER NEW GDR ELECTION LAW 

REF: USBER 1386 

SUMMARY: BONN GROUP BELIEVES ALLIES IN BERLIN SHOULD 
RAISE WITH THE SOVIETS THE NEW VOLKSKAMMER ELECTION LAW 
AS WAY OP HEADING OPF OR AT LEAST SLOWING DOWN MORE 
PUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IN THE PUTURE IN THE STATUS OP EAST 
BERLIN VOLKSKAMMER REPRESENTATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BONN GROUP ANALYSIS OP THE NEW VOLKSKAMMER ELECTION 
LAW PARALLELS USBER 1386 PARA 3. 

2. AS A PREVENTIVE MOVE, BONN GROUP BELIEVES ALLIES 
IN BERLIN, PERHAPS CHAIRMAN POLAD, SHOULD RAISE THE 
POINT WITH AN APPROPRIATE SOVIET. 
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3. BONN GROUP SUGGESTS THE FOLLOWING SCENARIO: 
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IN A MEETING NOT SOLELY FOR THIS PURPOSE , 

CHAIRMAN POLAD COULD MAKE THE FOLLOWING REQUEST TO HIS 
SOVIET COUNTERPART: 

-THE THREE POWERS HAVE BECOME AWARE THAT CHANGES 
HAVE RECENTLY BEEN MADE IN THE GDR VOLKSKAMMER ELECTION 
LAW. IN ACCORDANCE WITH QRR REGARDING BERLIN , THEY 
HEREBY REQUEST THAT THE SOVIET SIDE PROVIDE CLARIFICA- 
TION OF HOW THE NEW LAW HANDLES THE REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM EAST BERLIN WHO ATTEND VOLKSKAMMER MEETINGS. 

IF THE SOVIET REPRESENTATIVE REJECTS THE REQUEST 
(HE WOULD DO SO PRESUMABLY ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE 
SOVIETS ARE NOT COMPETENT AND THAT THE GDR IS THE 
CORRECT RECIPIENT OF SUCH A REQUEST), THE CHAIRMAN POLAD 
WOULD STATE THE EOLLOWING: 

-I CANNOT ACCEPT YOUR REPLY. THE THREE POWERS 
LOOK TO THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE THAT THE 
NATURE OE THE REPRESENTATION OE THE EASTERN SECTOR IN 
THE VOLKSKAMMER CONTINUES TO ACCORD WITH THE STATUS OE 
BERLIN, THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHICH THE SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES SHARE WITH THE THREE POWERS. 

IF THE SOVIET REPRESENTATIVE INDICATES HE WILL 
LOOK INTO THE QUESTION (WHICH APPEARS RATHER UNLIKELY), 
THE ALLIES CAN WAIT AND SEE WHAT KIND OF ANSWER IS 
FINALLY RECEIVED. IN ANY EVENT, THE ALLIED AIM OE 
DROPPING A MARKER WILL HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED. 

4. A POSSIBLE DANGER IN THIS APPROACH IS, OP COURSE, 

THAT THE SOVIETS MAY REPLY THAT THERE HAS INDEED BEEN A 
CHANGEIN EAST BERLIN REPRESENTATION. HOWEVER, THE 
BONN GROUP BELIEVES IT WOULD BE BETTER TO SMOKE THEM 
OUT NOW AND THEN TO MAKE THE NECESSARY DEMARCHES 
RATHER THAN TO LET THE ISSUE SURPACE IN A MORE 
COMPLETE FORM AT A LATER DATE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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